
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Meeting Room 
30 Crest Road, Middlebury CT 06762 

 
Present:   Rita H. Smith, Chairman  Also Present: Brigitte M. Bessette, Recording Clerk 

Ronald G. Clark, Sr.    
  Patricia C. Fahey 

Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.  Excused Absent:   William J. Stowell 
  Peter C. Vaccarelli  
  Jo-Ann LoRusso – Library Director 

 
Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Mrs. Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Attendance – See above.    
 
Approval of September 11, 2018 Meeting Minutes –   Mrs. Fahey MOTIONED to approve the 
Minutes of the September 11, 2018 Meeting, SECONDED by Mr. Desmarais, unanimous 
approval.  
 
Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Desmarais on behalf of Mr. Stowell submitted the Treasurer’s Report 
to each Trustee Member.   There was $115.00 deposited in the Brick Sales and Room Naming 
Opportunities accounts during the period September 1, 2018 through September 30, 2018 from 
the sale of one small 4 x 8 brick.   There were no expenditures.  Total Brick Sales to date = 
$51,745.00, Total Expenses to date = $29,340.45, Balance in Fund 61 (Brick Sales and Room 
Naming Opportunities account) = $22,404.55.   
 
Mr. Clark MOTIONED to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, SECONDED by Mrs. 
Fahey, unanimous approval. 
 
Secretary’s Report – None 
  
Director’s Report – Mrs. LoRusso confirmed that all Board Members received via email the 
attached Director’s Report for review.  September 2018 Statistics, Library Programs and 
Services and Upcoming Events (see attached) were discussed.   
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Anti-Bullying Awareness Campaign –  This Campaign is well underway.  The handout (available 
at the front desk) includes resources, collections and on-line links to the State of Connecticut 
resources.  These handouts will also be available during “Celebrate Middlebury Day”.    The 
Library is still accepting Stand Up Posters for the contest.  All prizes were sponsored by 
“Friends”.  Anyone in attendance from kindergarten through grade 12 is eligible to participate.  
Free tickets are still available for the October 11th Bully Bustin’ Puppet Show.  This show is a 
great way to introduce a very sensitive topic to our younger generation.  Families are welcome.  
The Wonder Book Discussion on October 23rd is for middle age students and will follow up with 
the newly released movie “Wonder”.   
 
The Middlebury Public Library will participate in “Celebrate Middlebury Day” on October 13, 
2018 which is sponsored by Middlebury Parks and Recreation.  Information regarding Library 
programs and a calendar of events (including Bullying Awareness) will be available. 
 
Friends of the Middlebury Public Library, Inc. Update – The annual Silent Auction will be held in 
the Library on December 4, 2018 through December 17, 2018.   
  
Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to approve the Director’s Report, SECONDED by Mrs. Fahey, 
unanimous approval. 
   

Old Business – Code of Conduct Policy Notification Letter – This matter and the draft letter 
provided by Attorney Robert Smith were discussed at length last month.  Mrs. Smith noted she 
discussed the concerns and suggested changes brought about at that meeting with Attorney 
Smith.  He was in agreement with the changes.  Mrs. Smith submitted to all members for review 
the final proposed letter.   
 
Also, Mrs. Smith discussed with Town Attorney whether an appeal process should be put into 
place and if so how this would be done.  It was agreed that since the Library Board of Trustees is 
a “policy making board” whereby providing for this policy, Mrs. LoRusso will continue in her 
operational duty as Director to inforce it.  If a response to the Notification Letter is submitted to 
her in writing, she along with the Board of Selectmen will then become the “appeal process” for 
resolution. 
 
Mrs. Fahey MOTIONED to approve the Code of Conduct Policy Notification Letter (attached), 
Seconded by Mr. Desmarais, unanimous approval.     
 
New Business – Mr. Vaccarelli initiated a discussion regarding the lover level tenant parking 
area.  The tenant has expressed concerns regarding vehicles seen parked by the generator after 
normal business hours.  He has requested that the police make routine checks and has also 
initiated installation of additional lighting for that area.  Signage and safety were also discussed.   
Mrs. Smith thanked Mr. Vaccarelli and asked to keep them informed.    



 
 
 
  
Public Comment – None 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Clark MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 3:20 P.M., SECONDED by Mr. 
Vaccarelli, unanimous approval. 
 
These minutes are submitted subject to approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Brigitte M. Bessette 
Recording Clerk 
 
 
Attachments 
Cc:  Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 

Town Clerk 
Web Master 
 
 
 











 


