
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
Tuesday, May 14, 2019 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Meeting Room 
30 Crest Road, Middlebury CT 06762 

 
Present:   Rita H. Smith - Chairman   Also Present:  Brigitte M. Bessette, Recording Clerk 

William J. Stowell      
  Patricia C. Fahey         

Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.   
  Peter Vaccarelli 
  Ronald G. Clark, Sr. 
  
  Jo-Ann LoRusso – Library Director    
            

Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Mrs. Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Attendance – See above.    
 
Approval of April 9, 2019 Meeting Minutes –   Mrs. Fahey MOTIONED to approve the Minutes 
of the April 9, 2019 Meeting as submitted, SECONDED by Mr. Desmarais, unanimous approval.  
 
Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Stowell submitted the Treasurer’s Report to each Trustee Member.   
There was no activity in the Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities accounts during the 
period April 1, 2019 through April 30, 2019.  Total Brick Sales to date = $52,060.00, Total 
Expenses to date = $22,449.45, Balance in Fund 61 (Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities 
account) = $22,610.55.   
 
Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, SECONDED by Mr. 
Clark, unanimous approval. 
 

Secretary’s Report – Mr. Desmarais noted correspondence addressed to Mrs. Lo-Russo from 
ION Bank dated April 29, 2019 regarding a grant request denial (copy attached). 
 
Mr. Clark MOTIONED to approve the Secretary’s Report, SECONDED by Mr. Vaccarelli, 
unanimous approval. 
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Director’s Report – Mrs. LoRusso confirmed that all Board Members received the attached 
Director’s Report, Statistics for April 2019 and May Library Programs and Services and 
Upcoming Events.   A brief discussion took place regarding the Watertown Art League (WAL) Art 
Show currently underway.  The set up and placement locations of various art pieces throughout 
the library rather than in the Larkin Room proved to be favored by the public and library staff.   
The signage and advertising provided by WAL read in part Art Show and “Sale”.  Mrs. LoRusso 
noted that as in the past, WAL was made aware in writing (attached) that “no selling of artwork 
is allowed on library premises”.  Suggestions were made by Trustee members as to how to 
address this matter for future similar events. 
 
Mrs. LoRusso referenced CGS Sec. 53-21a in response to last month’s discussion regarding 
“child left unsupervised” in a public place.  Under the age of twelve (12) years is noted within 
said statute.   
 
Mrs. LoRusso also provided fully executed copies of the Friends Memorandum of 
Understanding and Lower Level Storage Area Procedure (attached).   
 
Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the Director’s Report, SECONDED by Mrs. Fahey, unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
Old Business – Library Policy Manual  
An updated manual including prior suggestions / changes was distributed for review.  
Discussions took place regarding various sections.  Mrs. Smith requested this manual be further 
reviewed and discussed at next month’s meeting.     
 
 
New Business – In a continued effort to show support to the Friends of the Middlebury Public 
Library, Inc., Mrs. Fahey recently contacted Karen Stowell, President.  Upcoming fundraiser 
events include the monthly book sale which is this Saturday May 18th from 10:00 to 12:00 and 
the Antiques Appraisals event on May 16th.   The Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 10th.  
New members and volunteers are needed.   

 
 
Public Comment – None   
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Adjournment – Mr. Clark MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 4:20 P.M., SECONDED by Mrs. 
Fahey, unanimous approval. 
 
These minutes are submitted subject to approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brigitte M. Bessette Recording Clerk 

 
Attachments 
 
Cc:  Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 

Town Clerk  
Web Master 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















 


