
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Meeting Room 
30 Crest Road, Middlebury CT 06762 

 
Present:   Rita H. Smith - Chairman   Also Present:  Brigitte M. Bessette, Recording Clerk 

William J. Stowell      
  Patricia C. Fahey         

Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.   
    
  Jo-Ann LoRusso – Library Director  Excused Absent:   Peter Vaccarelli 
           Ronald G. Clark, Sr. 

 
Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Mrs. Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Attendance – See above.    
 
Approval of March 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes –   Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the 
Minutes of the March 12, 2019 Meeting as submitted, SECONDED by Mr. Desmarais, 
unanimous approval.  
 
Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Stowell submitted the Treasurer’s Report to each Trustee Member.   
There was no activity in the Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities accounts during the 
period March 1, 2019 through March 31, 2019.  Total Brick Sales to date = $52,060.00, Total 
Expenses to date = $22,449.45, Balance in Fund 61 (Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities 
account) = $22,610.55.   
 
Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, SECONDED by Mrs. 
Fahey, unanimous approval. 
 

Secretary’s Report – None  
 
Director’s Report – Mrs. LoRusso confirmed that all Board Members received within their 
packet the attached Director’s Report, Statistics for March 2019 and April Library Programs and 
Services and Upcoming Events.   The Study Room usage continues to be very active during 
afternoon hours. It was used 86 times with 141 participants during March. 
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April 8th through April 13th is National Library Week.  Patrons and visitors are being asked to 
write on post-it notes what they love about their Library and can been seen throughout the 
building.   
 
Region 15 School Spring Break is April 15th through April 18th.  Various events and activities for 
all age groups which are community and family oriented are being offered free of charge.  
Middlebury is working with Region 15 in a collaborated effort to offer additional programming.   
The Region is attempting to put together a “community event” between Southbury and 
Middlebury based on “diversity and inclusion”.  Mrs. LoRusso, First Selectman Edward B. St. 
John and Police Chief Dabbo attended a recent meeting. It has been suggested that both 
Libraries do some type of “community read”.  Mrs. LoRusso is in close contact with the 
Assistant Superintendent and will provide further details as they become available.      
 
Mrs. LoRusso reminded the board that Middlebury already does “community read”.  She 
further noted Middlebury has already decided this summer’s community read will be based on 
Nassau’s 60th Anniversary (50th for man on the moon).  This theme will provide for many 
programs and events geared towards the celebration of space and Nassau’s Anniversary.  The 
community book chosen will be “Hidden Figures” (influence of women).  This and other books 
will be available in June, discussions in July and ultimately end with a movie.   
 
United States Postal Service Passport on Wheels will take place April 23rd from 12 – 4 p.m.   The 
Watertown Post Office Branch will be on premises.  Applications for new passports or the 
renewal of existing passports will be accepted.  Passport photos may be taken.  Those 
interested are encouraged to download and complete applicable forms prior to this event.  This 
service was provided last year and was well received.     
 
Friends of the Middlebury Public Library, Inc. Memorandum of Understanding (attached) – Mrs. 
LoRusso noted that a new signature page is provided. Mrs. Fahey is a newer member of this 
board and Friends, Inc. also has new members.  (Board Members present proceeded to sign 
said memorandum).      
 
Lower Level Storage Area – April 9, 2019 is the revised letter (attached).  A brief discussion took 
place regarding the procedures.  Motion was made by Mr. Desmarais to adopt the Lower Level 
Storage Area Procedure with the addition of the following sentence to item 6) “Exceptions may 
be granted as needed and require prior written authorization from the Library Director”, 
Seconded by Mrs. Fahey, Unanimous approval.   
 
Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the Director’s Report, SECONDED by Mrs. Fahey, unanimous 
approval. 
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Old Business –  
Memorandum of Understanding – Discussed under Director’s Report  
 
Friends of the Middlebury Public Library, Inc. – Articles of Association – Tabled. 
 
Library Policy Manual – An updated manual including prior suggestions / changes was 
distributed for review.  Discussions took place regarding various sections.  Mrs. Smith requested 
this manual be further reviewed and discussed at next month’s meeting.     
 
New Business – Mr. Stowell informed the Board that he has been holding a small brick order for 
approximately three months.  It was agreed that he proceed with the order within one week.  
 
Public Comment – None   
 
Adjournment – Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 4:07 P.M., SECONDED by 
Mrs. Fahey, unanimous approval. 
 
These minutes are submitted subject to approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brigitte M. Bessette 
Recording Clerk 
 
 
Attachments 
Cc:  Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 

Town Clerk / Web Master 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 
 


