
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Meeting Room 
30 Crest Road, Middlebury CT 06762 

 
Present:   Rita H. Smith, Chairman  Also Present: Brigitte M. Bessette, Recording Clerk 

William J. Stowell 
  Patricia C. Fahey 

Peter C. Vaccarelli   Absent:  Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.   
         Ronald G. Clark, Sr. 
  Jo-Ann LoRusso – Library Director 

 
Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Mrs. Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Attendance – See above.    
 
Approval of January 8, 2019 Meeting Minutes –   Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the 
Minutes of the January 8, 2019 Meeting as submitted, SECONDED by Mrs. Fahey, unanimous 
approval.  
 
Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Stowell submitted the Treasurer’s Report to each Trustee Member.   
There was $100.00 deposited in the Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities accounts 
during the period January 1, 2019 through January 31, 2019 from the sale of 1 small 4 x 8 brick.  
There was an expenditure of $54.50 for the cost of the last brick order.  Total Brick Sales to date 
= $52,060.00, Total Expenses to date = $29,449.45, Balance in Fund 61 (Brick Sales and Room 
Naming Opportunities account) = $22,610.55.   
 
Mrs. Fahey MOTIONED to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, SECONDED by Mr. 
Vaccarelli, unanimous approval. 
 
 

Secretary’s Report – None 
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Director’s Report – Mrs. LoRusso confirmed that all Board Members received via email the 
attached Director’s Report for review.  January 2019 Statistics, Library Programs and Services 
and Upcoming Events (see attached) were discussed.   
 
Giving Back to the Community – This is a new program geared towards “giving back” to various 
organizations.  Themed events will be scheduled whereby supplies for crafts or trinkets are 
donated or supplied by the Library.  Participants then craft or create something which in turn is 
donated rather than kept.   “Paws for Cause” was the first event held on Thursday February 14, 
2019 and was a wonderful success.  Patrons donated one yard of fleece fabric and made 
blankets for the local dog shelter.  Some parents used this event as an opportunity to teach 
their children how to give back. Due to the success and positive feedback, this program will 
continue to expand. 
 
Armchair Kayak Expedition – scheduled for February 26, 2019 at 6:30PM hosted by town 
employee and Middlebury resident Kenneth Long. 
 
Lego Programs (provided by the Thomaston Savings Bank Grant) continue with Lego Workshop 
for ages 8 -12 (focusing on STEM and teamwork) and Let’s Go and Play for ages 3 – 8.   
 
Mrs. LoRusso presented the Department 64 FY 2019-2020 Budget Proposal to the Board of 
Finance on January 23, 2019. 
 
Annual Report (2017-2018) - There was a revision (see attached).  Mrs. LoRusso was assured the 
revision/correction would be reflected in the final Annual Report.   
 
Capital Plan Presentations hosted by First Selectman Edward B. St. John will take place on 
February 28, 2019 at 11 a.m and 7 p.m.  A brief discussion took place regarding promoting and 
advertising for this presentation.   
 
January’s Friends Inc. Book Sale will take place on Saturday, February 23, 2019 from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. lower level (basement).  Mrs. LoRusso recently spoke with Karen Stowell, President of 
Friends of the Middlebury Public Library, Inc.   Although Friends has become well established, 
they are in need of volunteers and seek new members.  Monthly book sales are beneficial but 
have proven to be an enormous task to sort and organize books on a regular basis.  It was 
agreed that joint monthly meetings to establish and discuss budgets, programming and ways to 
provide help would benefit both Friends and the Library.  The first meeting will take place on 
March 11, 2019 at 1:30 pm in the Library.  Anyone interested in volunteering or becoming a 
member is encouraged to attend.    
 
Mrs. LoRusso provided for each member the March 2019 “Book Page” magazine featuring the 
latest best sellers.  This magazine is used as a tool to order for the Library collection.   
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Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the Director’s Report, SECONDED by Mr. Vaccarelli, 
unanimous approval. 
   

Old Business – None   
 
New Business – Review of Library Policy Manual – Mrs. Smith gave to each member a copy of 
the current Library Policy Manual which was last revised on October 12, 2016.  She is 
recommending that this board take the opportunity to review, amend, add to or correct any 
portion if necessary.  She requested that all board members review the manual so that it can be 
discussed gradually at each monthly meeting.  Mrs. Smith also noted that pages 1 through 7 
were established by the American Library Association in 2004.  Mrs. LoRusso will inquire about 
any updated versions / amendments to that section.   
 
In response to Mr. Vaccarelli, a brief discussion took place regarding providing new card 
members with a condensed version of the manual once it has been completely updated and 
finalized.   
  
Public Comment – None 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Vaccarelli MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 3:23 P.M., SECONDED by 
Mr. Stowell, unanimous approval. 
 
These minutes are submitted subject to approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Brigitte M. Bessette 
Recording Clerk 
 
 
Attachments 
Cc:  Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 

Town Clerk 
Web Master 
 
 

















 


