
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Public Works Commission 

 

  

 
 

MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

May 15, 2023 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT     MEMBERS ABSENT 
Terry Smith, Chairman      Harold Zinno 

Joseph DeSantis                  Mark A. Capodanno    

Peter Vaccarelli       

Dan Bartholomew 

  

 

ALSO PRESENT 

Daniel Norton, Public Works Director        

 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Terry Smith called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  OF THE APRIL 17, 2023 REGULAR 

MEETING 

 

MOTION:  to approve the Minutes of the April 17, 2023 Regular Meeting. 

Made by Joseph DeSantis, seconded by Dan Bartholomew. Unanimous Approval. 

 

 

3. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Dan Norton, Public Works Director reviewed his report with the Commission. He stated 

that street sweeping took 18 days with one sweeper and one truck to complete. The 

repairs to asphalt curbs and aprons are under way. Backfilling and seeding will take place 

next week. Roadside mowing is expected to commence soon. Site preparation for the 

Shepardson gazebo will occur in the near future with the delivery planned for May 24, 

2023. They are in the process of replacing three (3) benches on Woodside Avenue. The  
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Skate Park will be sealed at the end of the month. The newest Mac tuck will be included 

in the Memorial Day Parade. Much work is planned for the year, including catch basin 

repairs, spot milling and paver patching of several roads. Crack sealing, chip sealing, and 

fog sealing of approximately 35, 076 square yards is anticipated. Mill, tack and a thin 

overlay pave in preparation for chip sealing next year will occur on Watertown road and 

Park Road from Stonewall Dr. to Watertown Road. He anticipates having to eventually 

replace a portion the old steel pipe prior to paving. Additional planned drainage work 

includes the steel pipe on Mirey Dam from Breakneck Hill Road to Northridge Drive and 

enhancements of the drainage easement at 133 North Ridge Drive. Upon completion, 

milling and paving from Breakneck Hill road to Northridge Road will be done with the 

plan to go in next year and replace the tops on the remainder of the development. He 

shared that Middlebury was award a grant from DEEP as part of the Sustainable 

Materials Management Grant Program. It is strictly a pilot program and they will begin to 

recycle food scraps at the transfer station with the hopes that money can be saved. The 

tipping fees are approximately $68.00/ton for food scraps as opposed to the current 

$116.00/ton for MSW. He confirmed that it must be brought to the transfer station. 

Representatives from DEEP and NVCOG are expected to educate people regarding the 

process and will also be handing out free bags. The orange bag will be used for what is 

not all food while the green bag will hold the food. As a result thus far, those currently 

taking part in the program are getting 20%-50% of the weight out of the MSW. He 

provided the attached documentation for further information. The program is set to start 

on July 1, 2023 and will be on a volunteer basis for the time being. 

 

Peter Vaccarelli, Assistant Director of DPW, reviewed the following updates regarding 

his Buildings & Grounds report:  

 

 

Buildings & Grounds 

 Back on the mowing schedule 

 Annual fire sprinkler inspections were completed without issues 

 Installation of the new park benches along Woodland road have been scheduled 

 CAT  and Kholer generators received minor maintenance services with no major 

problems except the reports 

 Semiannual slate roof inspections for the Town Hall & Shepardson Community 

Center were done with no major issues and a few pieces of slate were replaced 

due to wind or breakage 

 

Town Hall 

 Work on the interior stairs is on hold 

 Exterior ADA ramp entrance was power washed and the trim will be painted in 

July, pending spending approval. 
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Shepardson Community Center 

 Painting of the kitchen and auditorium is scheduled for mid-June 

 Park & Rec office radiator is scheduled for mid-June 

 Park restrooms will open this week  

 Quassy and MRA test reports are expected this week 

 MRA is scheduled to open for Memorial Day weekend 

 ADA door opener replacement was received and installed 

 Block masonry at the three (3) parks is in need of repairs 

 

Library 

 A camera system will be installed at the end of July, pending approval  

 

Fire Department 

 NORA labs is performing testing to determine the cause of the fuel issues of  

the two (2) furnaces  

 

WPCA 

 CO is scheduled for Thursday morning.  

 

Highway Garage 

 Durarock taping and painting will be completed this week  

 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chairman Smith questioned the park bench on Woodland Road. 

 

Peter Vaccarelli replied that some of the benches along the walk fell apart. Replacements 

have been purchased and will be scheduled for installation.  

 

Chairman Smith shared his desire to personally purchase a granite or wooden bench to be 

placed on town property on Gleneagle Road. He would also like to have it engraved in 

memory of John Kotchian. 

 

Peter Vaccarelli stated that he does not believe there would be any issue with doing so 

but will discuss it with Dan Norton, Director of Public Works, and get back to him. 

 

5. LIAISONS 

a.  Personnel – None 

b.  Budget – None 

c.  Park & Recreation – See Above 
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d.  Equipment – See Above 

e.  Waste Removal – See Above 

f.  Energy & Technology – See above 

g.  Buildings – See Above 

 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION:  to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 P.M.  Made by Dan Bartholomew, seconded 

by Joseph DeSantis. Unanimous Approval 

 

 

 

*The next Regular Meeting of the Public Works Commission is scheduled for  

  June 19, 2023. 
 

 

 

 

Filed Subject to Approval, 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

       Rachelle Behuniak, Clerk 

 

 

 

Original to Brigitte Bessette, Town Clerk 

cc:    Public Works Commission         

         Daniel Norton, Director of Public Works 

         Rita Smith, Board of Finance Liaison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


