
SECTION 54 – SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

 
54.1  Purpose: 

 

In order to permit and encourage variety and flexibility for commercial and industrial 

uses in land development that will be in harmony with the objectives of the 

Comprehensive Plan for the development of the Town of Middlebury, the Commission, 

upon application, may approve, disapprove or approve with modifications, a plan for the 

development of land for Commercial and Industrial development, which plan may require 

changes in the regular standards applying to the permitted uses of land in the zoning 

district in which it is located, subject to the following standards and procedures. 

 

54.2  Standards: 

 

54.2.1  The property shall have an area of at least ten (10) acres. 

 

54.2.2  The Commission shall make findings that the plan as approved will be: 

 

  A.  In harmony with the overall objective of the zoning regulations of the 

        Town of Middlebury. 

 

  B.  Superior to a plan possible under the regular standards of this  

        ordinance. 

 

  C.  In harmony with the actual or permitted development of adjacent 

        properties. 

 

54.2.3  The total density of development, in terms of floor space and land  

coverage shall not be greater than permitted in the district in which the  

property is located. 

 

54.3  Procedure: 

 

54.3.1  Application for approval for a special plan shall be made in writing to the 

  Commission and shall be accompanied by a site plan which site plan shall 

  be submitted and approved in accordance with the provisions of Section 

  51.  Each application shall include the following information: 

 

  A.  For each building and land area proposed to be used a description of 

        the proposed uses, operations and equipment, number of employees 

        and other occupants, and techniques to be used in preventing the 

        emission of any noise, vibration, radiation, odor or dust, smoke, gas, 

        fumes, or other atmospheric pollution of any kind. 
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  B.  A statement of the director of Health as to the adequacy of any  

        proposed sewerage disposal system. 

 

54.4  Public Hearing: 
 

The Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed plan and shall approve, 

disapprove, or approve said plan with modifications. 

 

Such development plan, if approved by the Commission, shall modify or supplement the 

regulations of the zoning ordinance as they apply to the property included in the approved 

plan.  A special development plan that required a change in zoning district shall not be 

approved until the Commission has adopted such change in accordance with the 

procedure for amendments set forth in Section 74 of the Regulations. 

 

54.5  Conditions: 

 

The Commission may attach any conditions to its approval as it considers necessary in 

order to assure continued conformance to the approved plan and the zoning regulations, 

and may also require the submission of a suitable performance bond in accordance with 

the provisions in Section 51 of this ordinance. 

 

54.6  Filing Requirements: 

 

A copy of the approved plan on good quality heavy linen cloth or other materials that 

would be suitable for filing in the public land records on sheets twenty-five inches (25) 

by thirty-six (36) shall be filed, at the applicant’s expense, in the offices of the Town 

Clerk and a copy on permanent tracing material shall be filed with the zoning 

enforcement officer.  Any approved plan not so filed within ninety (90) days after 

approval by the Commission shall be null and void. 

 

54.7  Notation of Changes: 

 

A suitable notation shall be made in the zoning regulations and on the zoning map 

identifying any property for which a special development plan has been approved. 

 

54.8  Amendments: 

 

Applications for changes and approved plans shall be made and acted upon in the same 

procedure as required for the initial applications. 

 

54.9  Special Regulations Applicable Only to SDD No. 1: 

 

The following Special Regulations pertaining to height, area, yard and similar 

requirements shall be applicable to the land included within the boundaries of SDD No. 1  
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and shall supersede any inconsistent requirements elsewhere in the Regulations: 

 

A. Maximum Height 50 feet; 

 

B. Maximum lot coverage (buildings and structures) 40%; 

 

C. Maximum ground coverage (buildings, structures, outdoor storage 

areas, off street parking and loading) 60%; 

 

D. Maximum floor area ratio 60%; 

 

E. New street right of way width 50 feet; 

 

F. New street pavement width 30 feet; 

 

G. Minimum setback from new street 50 feet; 

 

H. Minimum setback from existing street 100 feet determined prior to       

compliance with Section 4.4.5b of the Subdivision Regulations; 

 

I. Minimum setback from other property line 50 feet; 

 

J. Parking in front of building not limited; 

 

K. Minimum parking setback from street (except Benson Road) 20 feet;  

 

L. Minimum number of parking spaces for all floors of offices 1 per 300       

square feet; 

 

M. Loading spaces 1 per 50,000 square feet; 

 

N. Minimum gross site area 100 acres. 
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