October 20, 2014 members of the Middlebury Police Department went to New York City
to transport an individual wanted in this Town on numerous criminal charges. Tajar A.
Matraku, formerly of 14 Moreland Ave, Oakville, Ct. 8/18/1965, had been sought on an
outstanding warrant since an incident that occurred on 8.29.2014 in Ledgewood
Park. During that incident Matraku allegedly confronted a female who had gone to the
park to walk on the track. Matraku approached the female, attempted to kiss her on the
cheek and followed her to her car when she attempted to get away from her. The
suspect blocked the female from entering her car and it was only as a result of her
pushing him away was she able to enter the vehicle, getting out of the area, and she
called 911.

A description of the vehicle was obtained by Officer Fred Marcantonio, with the
assistance of Officer Todd Adams video surveillance footage from the park was viewed,
providing a description of the suspect. The victim provided the officers with a partial
Connecticut Registration, and vehicle description, indicating the suspect spoke with a
"thick accent'. The information was provided to adjacent agencies. Watertown Police
provided investigating officers with information on the suspect, the suspect’s vehicle,
indicating having had contact with him in their town. Several days after receiving the
information from Watertown Officer Marcantonio observed the suspect vehicle traveling
on Rte. 63 in Middlebury, an investigatory stop was conducted and the officer was able
to positively identify the suspect, who spoke with a 'thick accent'.

A warrant was prepared and obtained on September 8, 2014. A check of the suspect’s
last known addresses by Middlebury officers revealed that the suspect had left the area.
During the evening of October 10, 2014 this agency was contacted by the United States
Custom's Office in New York City, they indicated that they had detained the suspect and
a extradition hearing would commence during the week of October 13, 2014 As a result
Matraku waived extradition and was transported to Middlebury PD, charged with
Unlawful Restraint 1st, Breach of Peace 2nd and detained on $7,500.00 Bond.

The resulting arrest was an example of cooperation between law enforcement officers
and the diligence of officer from this agency. Additionally, the video surveillance in
operation at Town facilities has proven to be invaluable in making apprehensions on
several criminal incidents occurring in and around these Town facilities.

Sergeant Desmarais and Marcantonio traveled to Kew Gardens, Queens, New York to
retrieve the suspect.



