
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
Tuesday, September 13, 2016 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Meeting Room 
30 Crest Road, Middlebury, CT 06762 

 
Present:   Rita H. Smith, Chairman Also Present:  Brigitte M. Bessette, Recording Clerk 
  Ronald G. Clark, Sr.    Linda Zukauskas, Reporter - Voices 
  William J. Stowell            
  Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.     
  Peter C. Vaccarelli 
  Marilyn S. Engelman     
  Jo-Ann LoRusso – Library Director 

 

Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Mrs. Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Attendance – See above. 
 
Election of Officers for the Library Board of Trustees  
Mrs. Smith confirmed that nominations from the floor need not be seconded. 
 

Chairman – William J. Stowell nominated Rita H. Smith as Chairman, unanimous 
approval. 
Vice Chairman – Marilyn S. Engelman nominated Ronald G. Clark, Sr. as Vice 
Chairman, unanimous approval. 
Treasurer – Peter C. Vaccarelli nominated William J. Stowell as Treasurer, 
unanimous approval. 
Secretary – William J. Stowell nominated Peter C. Vaccarelli as Secretary, 
unanimous approval. 

 
Mrs. Smith congratulated said officers and confirmed all terms are for a period of two (2) 
years.  
 
Approval of June 14, 2016 Minutes –   Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the Minutes of 
the June 14, 2016 Meeting as submitted, SECONDED by Mr. Desmarais, unanimous 
approval. 
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Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Stowell submitted his report to each Trustee Member.  There was 
$5,000 deposited in the Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities accounts during the 
period June 14, 2016 through September 12, 2016 from the donation by Edward B. St. John 
for Study Room 3.  There were no brick sales during this period.  There were expenditures 
of $55.00 for one brick and $110.75 for the sign for Study Room 3.  Total Brick Sales / Room 
Naming donations to date = $50,470.00, Total Expenses to date = $23,143.18, Balance in 
Fund 61 (Brick Sales and Room Naming Opportunities account) = $27,326.82. 
 
Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, SECONDED by 
Mr. Clark, unanimous approval. 
 
Secretary’s Report / Building Report – Mr. Vaccarelli noted the buildings have been quiet 
with the exception of enhanced handicap area painting along the driveway.  There have 
been some issues with falling but Mrs. LoRusso added there have been no falls since the 
new paint was applied.    
 
Mr. Vaccarelli then read for the record correspondence from Thomaston Savings Bank 
Foundation, Inc. to Jo-Ann LoRusso dated August 23, 2016 regarding the award of $2,000 
towards the grant request (see attached).  Mrs. Smith congratulated Mrs. LoRusso and the 
entire Library staff.   Mrs. LoRusso has RSVP’d the Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation Inc. 
and is in good standing.  In response to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. LoRusso noted that although they 
try to include children of all ages, STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics) 
programs for early learners encompasses an age group of pre-school through middle school.  
STEM programs are to prepare early learners for the technological innovations they will 
undoubtedly experience in their lifetime.  STEM teaches problem solving skills, is aligned 
with Region 15 and is referred to as 21st century learning.   
 
Mr. Clark MOTIONED to approve the Secretary’s Report / Building Report, SECONDED by 
Mrs. Engelman, unanimous approval. 
 
Director’s Report – Mrs. LoRusso confirmed that all Trustee Members received a copy via 
email of the Director’s Report along with August 2016 Statistics (see attached).   
 
Library Programs, Services and Upcoming Events – Mrs. LoRusso stressed two items on the 
“September 2016 Calendar of Events”.  First, the Library Birthday (222 years) Celebration on 
September 22, 2016 will include honoring Library Board of Trustee Member Marilyn 
Engelman for her dedicated years of service, and Tech Talks:  Internet Safety for Kids 
scheduled for September 7th and September 21st.  This is part of the Internet Policy and 
being CIPA (Children’s Internet Protection Act) compliant.  Director LoRusso then presented 
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to the Board a brief demonstration / overview of the “Internet Safety for Kids” PowerPoint 
Presentation. 
 
Middlebury Public Library Policy Manual – Mrs. LoRusso noted the last time this policy was 
updated was in 1990.  She stressed the importance of being proactive in updating this 
manual.  This Manual will be discussed later during this meeting.   
 
A brief discussion took place regarding CEN Internet Services which was previously provided 
for free of charge but has now set the current rate of $150 per month retroactive as of July 
1, 2016.  Notice of this increase was received on July 5, 2016 and has created an expense 
which was not budgeted for in the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Library Budget.  Mrs. LoRusso has 
contacted the Town Chief Financial Officer Larry Hutvagner regarding this matter.   To help 
ease this unforeseen cost, Mrs. LoRusso applied for an e-rate discount (50%) through the 
State Library Universal Service Schools and Libraries nonprofit program.  However, this 
discount comes with certain criteria which must be met.  This includes the Middlebury 
Internet Policy which must be CIPA compliant.   
 
Friends of the Middlebury Public Library, Inc. - Mrs. LoRusso read the following 
correspondence received from Karen Stowell, President:  
\ 

 During the summer we held two “meet and greets” at the Library; 

 We now have 14 memberships, including 2 students, 5 individuals and 7 families; 

 We sold watermelon and cookies at Middlebury Night for a net profit of $67.00; 

 We have filed paperwork for incorporation with the State of Connecticut with the 
assistance of Matthew Vaccarelli; 

 We will have a Fall Harvest Dinner fundraiser at the Library on Thursday, October 
13th with two family style sittings.  Tickets available next week. 

 
Collection Relocation – Mrs. LoRusso provided a quote from Tucker Library Interiors for 
additional needed shelving.  A brief discuss ensued regarding this quote, number of 
shelving, color, size, history and location.  Mrs. LoRusso received a $13,000 Grant from The 
Arthur W. Perdue Foundation Inc. to offset this quote.  Mrs. Smith suggested Mrs. LoRusso 
contact Tucker Library Interiors LLC to inquire about also applying the CT State Contract Tier 
Discount to the 42” End Panels and Canopy Tops.  Should they apply said tier discount 
perhaps additional funding would not be needed. 
 
Mr. Vaccarelli MOTIONED to accept the Director’s Report, SECONDED by Mr. Stowell, 
unanimous approval. 
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Old Business – None  
 

New Business –  
Middlebury Public Library Manual – Mrs. Smith confirmed all Board members received a 
copy in June for review.  Discussions took place regarding “Conflict of Interest”, “Public 
Comment at Board Meetings and Special Meetings”, “Children age 12 and Older” and 
“Appeal and Review” sections.  Mrs. LoRusso will make the suggested changes and provide 
members with updated revisions at next month’s meeting.     
 
Discussion and action on purchasing of Tucker Interiors Library shelving -   
See Director’s Report.   
 
Discussion and action on Technology Protection Measures and Internet Safety Policy (See 
attached) –Mrs. Smith acknowledged it is required that this policy be approved in order to 
be CIPA (Children’s Internet Protection Act) compliant.  This Act only applies to Libraries who 
have chosen to accept e-rate discounts for internet access.  If this Board did not accept the 
discounted rate, we would not have to adhere.  Mrs. Smith advised that going forward this 
Board may wish to investigate what the cost would be if this Board chooses not to comply.  
Director LoRusso noted the cost would be $450 per month. Future questions to consider are 
will there be other future requirements, will this create difficulties / issues and will this 
eventually infringe of First Amendments rights? Mrs. LoRusso explained that Middlebury has 
aligned itself with the American Library Association and the State Library.  Both understand 
the financial budget constraints and challenges libraries face.  Libraries across the state are 
supporting this to maintain free internet which is a vital service to Middlebury residents.  
This policy is specific to “children”.  Mr. Clark concurred regarding First Amendment rights.  
He added that although he supports this motion in that it benefits children, he questions 
which outweighs the other.  Money should not override the First Amendment.  He is 
surprised the American Library approved the implementation of this policy and does not 
appreciate the government using the “dangling of the carrot” method.  He also noted this is 
an awful way for government to get their paws into the First Amendment freedoms to try 
and influence the libraries to do what the government wants libraries to do.  
 
Mr. Vaccarelli MOTIONED to accept the Technology Protection Measures and Internet Safety 
Policy, Seconded by Mrs. Engelman, unanimous approval.   
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Public Comment - None 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 3:52 P.M., SECONDED 
by Mr. Clark, unanimous approval. 
 
These minutes are submitted subject to approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brigitte M. Bessette 
Recording Clerk 
 
Attachments 
Cc:  Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 

Town Clerk 
Web Master 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























 


