
 

 

 

 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Board of Finance 

1212 Whittemore Road 

 Middlebury, CT  06762 
 

  
  

  Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday May 11, 2016 

Shepardson Community Center 

Room 26 

 

 

 

Present: William Stowell, Chairman 

Vincent Cipriano, Board Member 

Stephen Ruccio, Board Member 

Rita H Smith, Board Member 

Dawn Albizu-Calabrese, Board Member - arrived at 7:06 P.M. 

Ken Heidkamp, Alternate 

  Peter Trinchero, Alternate 

  Anastasia Persico, Alternate  

Absent:  

  Ann Feinberg, Board Member 

 

Also Present: Edward B. St. John, First Selectman  

  Elaine Strobel, Selectman 

  Michael McCormack, Selectman 

  Larry Hutvagner, CFO 

  Rachel Primus, Recording Clerk 

     

William Stowell opened the meeting at 7:04 P.M. with the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Roll Call and Appointment of Alternates 

Regular members were seated.  Anastasia Persico was seated in the absence of Ann Feinberg. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

APPOINT Peter Trinchero a regular voting member in place of Dawn Albizu-Calabrese. 

  

Executive Session 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Peter Trinchero and seconded by Rita Smith to ENTER 

into executive session for pending litigation with the town attorney at 7:06 PM 

The board exited executive session at 7:19 PM 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Steve Ruccio and seconded by Anatasia Persico 

regarding FOI violation of the Board of Finance emailing members and having meetings that did 

not follow FOI regulations. Complaint will be removed if the Board publicly complies and 

agrees not to continue these actions. 

 



 

 

Minutes Approval 

1. Discussion/Approval of April 13, 2016 and May 4, 2016 meeting minutes 

 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

ADD the approval of the April 5, 2016 meeting minutes. 

 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

APPROVE the April 5, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. 

Anastasia Persico abstained. 

 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Steve Ruccio and seconded by Rita Smith to 

APPROVE the April 13, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. 

 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent Cipriano 

to APPROVE the May 4, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. 

 

Public Comment 

None 

 

Reports 

1. Chief Financial Officers Report 

Larry Hutvagner stated he asked Kris to come to tonight’s meeting to explain the 

personal property audit process to the Board. Kris reviewed the process with the Board.  

Ed St John noted they reduced the original budget request from $10,000 to $9,000 after 

their discussion. 

Mr. Hutvagner reported that they received more in ECS money then what was budgeted 

for.  He stated the assessor’s personal property audit money is starting to come in.  He 

said the Tax Collector has sent 15 tax payers to the Marshall in May.  The building 

department is on budget.  The police department revenue is $20,000 more due to the 

school security billings.  Scrap metal is $12,000 below budget. He also reported that 

elderly services won’t make budget, in the fall there will be a tenant in the library, legal 

fees will probably be over budget, fire department is over budget in building repairs, the 

police department has 11 line items over budget and the park and recreation has 4 

accounts over budget.  Bill Stowell asked that at the May 18, 2016 meeting Larry provide 

information on the totals of over budget items. 

 

2. Tax Collectors Report 

Included in packets 

 

Routine Business 

1. Budget Transfers 

None 

2. Correspondence 

None 

 

Old Business 

1. Discussion and Action on establishing a Task Force to review use of Building 

Guidelines 

Bill Stowell stated he spoke with the town attorney and they decided the Board should 

come up with what they think the committee should be made up of and then bring the 



 

 

suggestion to the Board of Selectman.  It would be a special temporary committee. Last 

month he asked for suggestions on what the committee should be made up of and it was 

his suggestion 1 or 2 BOF members, 1 person from the public, 1 Board of Recreation 

member, 1 Elderly/Social Service department and 1 from Public Works.  The goal of this 

committee would be to review the use of the Shepardson building and the charges that are 

associated with it. 

2. Discussion and Action on FY 2016-2017 Budget 
Bill Stowell stated Rita Smith had met with Dan and discussed the snow/ice removal 

account.  Rita Smith explained the account to the board and that the account is already 

over budget for the current year.  She cautioned on making any decreases to next year’s 

budget amount.  Dan discussed the process of the salt usage as well as his left over 

surplus and how he budgets for it.  He noted that last year his supply was exhausted 

because of the amount of storms.  This year he was able to restock his supplies.  Edward 

St John said they were over budget in this account last year and they are buying less tons 

to stay within the budget amount restraints and he doesn’t foresee the price coming down.  

Mr. St John also discussed the replacement vehicles for the police department.  It has 

been a discussion for years on how they should be replacing them and feels they should 

be rotating 2 vehicles per year.  He explained that the base cost for a new vehicle is 

$26,000 with an additional $17,500 for the added equipment. 

There was a discussion on legal fees and that it is a Board of Selectman issue, not Board 

of Finance.  Mike McCormack questioned the DPW budget and why it increased by 

$5,000.  Edward St John said it was because they eliminated the contingency account and 

added it to the regular snow and ice removal account.  Anastasia asked for a breakdown 

and explanation on the profession services account.  Mr. St John explained the account 

and what the employee positions do.  Ms. Persico stated account 01 12 01 6002, town 

treasurer was brought to the table at yesterday’s meeting.  She noted it was brought to the 

town’s attention that the treasurer would be a non-paid employee once the contract was 

out.  She stated she found a state statute that says it is illegal to have a line item for 

treasurer if it is not voted on in an election.  Steven Ruccio questioned where the money 

for the position came from and asked if any transfers where done. 

Bill Stowell noted the budget changes presented equal $63,023 in decreases and $40,257 

in increases. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 11 03 6402 Postage from 16,500 to 15,500. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 14 02 6153 Audit Pers. Prop/Appraisal Services from 10,000 to 

9,000. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Rita Smith and seconded by Vincent Cipriano to 

INCREASE account 01 16 02 6123 Indexing & Micro from 13,996 to 14,996. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 16 02 6124 Map Reproduction from 195 to 100. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to DECREASE account 01 16 03 6401 Office Supplies from 880 to 775. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Anastasia 

Persico to DECREASE account 01 17 02 6138 Machine/Equipment Maintenance from 

3,950 to 3,450. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Rita Smith and seconded by Vincent Cipriano to 

DECREASE account 01 22 03 6402 Postage from 3,500 to 2,500. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Dawn 

Calabrese to DECREASE account 01 23 02 6138 Machine/Equip Maintenance from 



 

 

2,000 to 1,000. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to DECREASE account 01 35 02 6112 Telephone from 8,000 to 6,500. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 35 02 6117 GPS Units from 1,500 to 1,200. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 35 02 6117 GPS Units from 1,500 to 1,200. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Rita Smith and seconded by Dawn Calabrese to 

INCREASE account 01 35 03 6413 Heating Oil & Diesel Fuel from 13,500 to 17,978. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Dawn 

Calabrese to INCREASE account 01 35 03 6414 Gas & Propane from 3,000 to 3,740. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Dawn 

Calabrese to DECREASE account 01 40 01 6002 Salaries from 937,811.38 to 

930,811.38. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Anastasia 

Persico to DECREASE account 01 40 02 6117 GPS Units from 5,400 to 4,000. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasi Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to INCREASE account 01 40 03 6414 Gas & Fuel Pump Maintenance from 

32,427 to 43,710. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Dawn Calabrese and seconded by Rita Smith to 

INCREASE account 01 47 22 6422 Town Hall Janitorial Supplies from 1,500 to 2,500. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Dawn 

Calabrese to DECREASE account 01 52 02 6117 GPS Units from 11,880 to 10,000. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Dawn Calabrese and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 52 02 6137 Tree Care from 4,000 to 3,852. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 52 03 6134 Snow Equip Maintenance from 9,450 to 9,000. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Dawn Calabrese and seconded by Rita Smith to 

INCREASE account 01 52 03 6412 Gasoline from 3,840 to 5,427. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Dawn Calabrese and seconded by Rita Smith to 

INCREASE account 01 52 03 6414 Diesel Fuel from 40,000 to 54,933. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to DECREASE account 01 60 02 6105 Advertising from 3,200 to 3,100. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Anastasia 

Persico to DECREASE account 01 60 02 6114 Repairs Contract from 34,000 to 33,900. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Dawn Calabrese and seconded by Anastasia 

Persico to DECREASE account 01 60 02 6138 Machine/Equip Maintenance from 800 to 

700. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Dawn 

Calabrese to DECREASE account 01 60 03 6461 Professional Dues from 900 to 700. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Rita Smith and seconded by Vincent Cipriano to 

DECREASE account 01 62 02 6553 Visiting Nurses Associaion from 3,600 to 3,492. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Rita Smith and seconded by Dawn Calabrese to 

DECREASE account 01 63 02 6550 Elderly Programs from 17,000 to 16,490. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Rita Smith to 

INCREASE account 01 63 03 6414 Gas for Senior Bus from 4,600 to 6,501. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Dawn Calabrese and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to INCREASE account 01 64 03 6413 Heating Oil from 9,750 to 12,935. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to DECREASE account 01 64 03 6437 Library Equip/Copy Machine from 



 

 

13,325 to 12,675. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Dawn 

Calabrese to DECREASE account 01 64 03 6601 Books from 44,500 to 44,000. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cirpriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

DECREASE account 01 66 06 6903 Medical Insurance/Reserve from 1,259,153 to 

1,216,776. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to DECREASE account 01 66 06 6908 Unemployment Compensation from 

5,000 to 4,000. 

VOTED: On a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Steven Ruccio to 

REMOVE account 01 12 01 6002 Treasurer because the position is elected and should 

be determined at that time if it is paid or volunteer. 

Motion failed: FOR: 02  AGAINST: 04 

Bill Stowell suggested referring this item to the town attorney for clarification. 

VOTED: On a motion by Anastasia Persico to DECREASE account 01 20 02 6167 

Legal Fees from 36,000 to 31,000 – No second, motion fails. 

VOTED: On a motion by Anastasia Persico to DECREASE account 01 20 02 6169 

Legal from 54,000 to 49,000 – No second, motion fails. 

VOTED: On a motion by Anastasia Persico to DECREASE account 01 66 06 6903 

Medical Insurance from 1,216,776 to 1,206,776 – No second, motion fails. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

INCREASE account 01 05 70 4770 ECS from 738,899 to 806,344. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Vincent 

Cipriano to INCREASE account 01 65 65 4700 Rent Library Space from 10,000 to 

19,600. 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Vincent Cipriano and seconded by Rita Smith to 

APPROVE proposed budget amount of $10,404,408. 

 

New Business 

None 

 

Other Business 

1. Any Other business added to the agenda by 2/3 vote of the Board 

2. Public Comment 
Michael McCormack stated the tax payers defeated the budget, and he thinks they 

expected more of a decrease.  He said it feels like an insult to the tax payers. 

 

Adjournment 

VOTED: Unanimously with a motion by Anastasia Persico and seconded by Rita Smith to 

ADJOURN the meeting at 9:05 P.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachel Primus, Recording Clerk 

Cc: Board of Selectmen 

 Board of Finance and Alternates 

 Larry Hutvagner, Chief Financial Officer 

 Robin Stanziale, Town Treasurer   

 Rachel Primus, Recording Clerk 

 Email Notification for Website 

 File 


