
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 
Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Meeting Room 
30 Crest Road, Middlebury, CT 06762 

 
Present:   Rita H. Smith, Chairman Also Present:  Brigitte M. Bessette, Recording Clerk 
  Ronald G. Clark, Sr.     
  William J. Stowell        
  Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.  Absent: Marilyn S. Engelman   
  Peter C. Vaccarelli     
  Jo-Ann LoRusso – Library Director 

 

Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Mrs. Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Attendance – See above. 
 
Approval of April 12, 2016 Minutes –   Mr. Clark MOTIONED to approve the Minutes of the 
April 12, 2016 Meeting as submitted, SECONDED by Mr. Desmarais, (Mr. Stowell abstained 
as he was not present at that meeting) unanimous approval. 
 
Trustee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Stowell submitted his report to each Trustee Member.  There was 
a donation of $35.00 towards the Brick Sales account during the period April 12, 2016 
through May 9, 2016.   Total Brick Sales / Room Naming donations to date = $45,470.00, 
Total Expenses to date = $22,977.43, Balance in Fund 61 (Brick Sales and Room Naming 
Opportunities account) = $22,492.57. 
 
Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, SECONDED by 
Mr. Vaccarelli, unanimous approval. 
 
Secretary’s Report / Building Report – Mr. Vaccarelli noted and read for the record the 
attached “Aspen Institute’s Rising to the Challenge: Re-Envisioning Public Libraries” in 
Action summary statement. 
 
Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the Secretary’s Report, SECONDED by Mr. Clark, 
unanimous approval.   
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Director’s Report – Mrs. Smith confirmed that all Trustee Members received a copy of the 
Director’s Report along with April 2016 Statistics.  Mrs. LoRusso then presented the May 
2016 Calendar of Events to all Trustee Members (see attached).  Noteworthy points and 
events include: 
 
“Reading is Our Only Hope” Middlebury Public Library Community Summer Read 2016 - This 
event is filled with activities and encourages students when out of session to read for 
enjoyment.  This event also encompasses community involvement. 
 
Passport to Connecticut Libraries was very successful.  This event attracted 109 people to 
visit our library who normally would not have. 
 
Penguin Random House Open Book Event – The Library Director and Assistant Director were 
invited by Penguin Random House to an April 20, 2016 luncheon in New York to meet six 
authors.  They received signed copies of their upcoming books.  Director LoRusso will 
pursue having various authors visit our library (to include webinars) to improve collection 
development. 
 
May Health Awareness – Mrs. LoRusso noted the display within the library.  A member from 
our community will speak on Friday, May 13, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. about the health and 
wellbeing of one’s mental state.  
 
Mr. Clark MOTIONED to accept the Director’s Report, SECONDED by Mr. Stowell, unanimous 
approval. 
 
Old Business – Review of Room Naming Opportunities 
Mrs. Smith noted that last month the Board Members present discussed the Room Naming 
Opportunities, the possible decrease in amounts due to lack of interest and changing some 
room names.   A discussion took place regarding each room and dollar amounts.  It was 
agreed upon to amend the Naming Opportunities (revised 5/10/2016) as follows: 
 

Adult Study Room (3)    -  $  5,000 
Children’s Study Room (2)  -  $  3,000 
Café     -   $  5,000 
Children’s Story Time Room  -  $10,000 
Meeting Room w/ future Patio  -  $20,000   
Teen Room    -  $20,000    
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Mr. Stowell MOTIONED to approve the above amended Naming Opportunities schedule, 
SECONDED by Mr. Desmarais, unanimous approval. 
 
New Business - None 
    
Public Comment - None 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Desmarais MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 3:25 P.M., SECONDED 
by Mr. Clark, unanimous approval. 
 
These minutes are submitted subject to approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brigitte M. Bessette 
Recording Clerk 
 
Attachments 
Cc:  Library Board of Trustees 
 Library Director 

Town Clerk 
Web Master 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













 
 
 


